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Higher Order Thinking Exam Discussion

Testing has become such a huge part of schools today, especially in Texas. As a future teacher, I do not necessarily agree with this heavy focus on high-stakes testing, but because it is the reality, I will do all that I can to help prepare my students to take these types of tests and learn the required information.

Until this focus in schools changes and there is a new solution or alternative for testing being as prominent as it is, teachers must understand how to teach these testing schools and gradually prepare their students to test yearly. By preparing unit classroom exams that are similar to those of state mandated testing, students will gradually become accustomed to this type of testing and less emphasis will have to be put on preparing students in a crash study session just before the exam. The gradual transition should also alleviate some of the stress, which comes with testing as the students will already know the format and be prepared with the type of questions and TEKS they will be tested on.

Creating this type of test was difficult in the aspect that it would have been easier and quicker for me to prepare had I had a units worth of organized lesson plans and notes to look at so I could decide exactly what to put on the exam, rather than just flipping through a book. I think these types of questions are very helpful to students as they not only have to learn the material but be able to apply the material to answer the questions, not just regurgitate information they crammed and memorized the night before. I think that the class TEKS are also very helpful in creating this type of exam, however, they could be more detailed to help understand what types of information they will actually test. It was also difficult for me to create because as a student, I always disliked this type of test. It is much easier to spit back memorized information than to prepare for this type of exam.

