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In learning to become a teacher it is important to take into account the characteristics that make a good teacher, and in turn provide students the best opportunity to learn from their teachers during their educational careers. There are five characteristics which are most important to consider as you are teaching in the classroom to help provide your students with a quality education: enthusiasm, clarity, variability, task oriented and business like behavior, and providing students with the opportunity to learn the material. When a teacher effectively can demonstrate and use these five characteristics in their teaching styles and classrooms, they are providing their students with the best opportunity to learn the material that they are teaching.

The first characteristic of an effective teacher is enthusiasm. A teacher needs to exert enthusiasm to show his or her students that he or she is passionate about the subject to be taught. Also, enthusiasm is important to show students that the teacher is passionate about teaching them and helping them succeed. A teacher who exerts enthusiasm is much more likely, in my opinion, to keep his or her students engaged in the material being taught and excited about learning the new material as well. If a teacher lacks enthusiasm his or her students will be less likely to engage in class and try to learn the material.

The second characteristic that effective teachers possess is the ability to teach with clarity. Far too often teachers today lack clarity in their teaching. If a teacher does not teach the information in an organized and clear manor, it is easy for students to become lost and unable to learn the material. When I had teachers that taught too quickly or lost me in the process of teaching, I felt that those teachers did not care if I was able to understand the material or not, and I tended to shut down in class and not try anymore. A teacher who exhibits clarity gives his or her students the chance to learn the material by presenting it in a simplistic manor.

The next quality of effective teaching is the ability to teach with variability. By teaching with variability a teacher provides his or her students the best opportunity to learn the material in the manor that suits their learning style best. If a teacher teaches with only one or a few methods, it may seriously hinder the students’ ability to learn the material. Also, by teaching with an aspect of variability, teachers give their students an opportunity to work on their strengths and weaknesses in learning. For example, if a student excels at visual learning, but not at listening, by constantly changing the methods of teaching the class, the teacher can help that student improve on their different learning styles. Teaching with variability also tends to keep class from becoming boring and regular and will help the students remain engaged in learning the material.

The fourth quality of effective teaching is the teacher’s ability to act with business like behaviors and remain task oriented. It is very important to keep the classroom focused and not let the students distract the teacher and get the class off task. Teachers should also act in a professional manor and keep an appropriate teacher-student relationship in the classroom. It is important to remain in control of the class, as many students are excellent at causing distractions and making the class unsuitable for learning. A teacher can accomplish creating a suitable learning environment by setting clear expectations and rules for the classroom and enforcing them.

The last characteristic of an effective teacher is a teacher’s ability to allow students ample time to learn the material being presented in class. There is a large amount of material that we ask students to learn and far too often teachers do not allow students enough time to learn the material being taught. A good way to help promote learning is to teach the material a variety of different ways and give the students projects, demonstrations, or field trips which will help the students not only memorize the material, but understand the material. The most opportunities you can provide a student to understand and absorb the material as well as to create new schemas to link the material to other bits of information in their brains, the better a student will maintain the material over time.

The top five characters of effective teaching are important to keep in mind when you are learning to become a teacher. By acting enthusiastic, teaching with clarity, providing variability, keeping a task oriented and business like atmosphere in the classroom, and by allowing students ample time to learn and process the information being taught, a teacher is able to provide their students with the best opportunity for learning to occur.

